
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14th July 2014 at the Cock Inn, Wing. 
 
1. Apologies were received from Elaine Lavery. 
 
Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, Pauline Hey from 
LBDAHS, Sue McCarroll and Kevin Stevens. 
 
2. The minutes of the last meeting which took place on 16th June 2014 were approved. 
 
3. Treasurer's Report:  Heather reported that there was £173.56 in the account.  She proposed buying 2 
collecting boxes and small prizes for the sandpit game, and would also organize a float for the stall. 
 
4. Carnival and Festival of Archaeology:  Sarah said that the dig and stall were well covered by insurance, and 
she had received the Festival of Archaeology leaflets and information for display. 
 
 a) Dig:  A plan of the layout of stalls was passed round, showing the position of the dig, in the middle of 
Jubilee Green where there appeared to be a furrow.  Gazebos would be needed.   Pauline offered the loan of one of 
the LB gazebos.   The dig would start at 9.00 am. 
 
 b) Sandpit game:  Heather passed round one of the Young Archaeologist Certificates explained about 
the prizes on offer.  The game would cost 50p to enter and the children would be asked to find items within a 
certain time.  There were various finds including spoons, tiles and pottery. 
 
 c) Equipment needed for stall:  Heather suggested borrowing a table from the Church Cafe.  Sarah 
would bring the display boards on loan from the PC, and Pauline offered to bring some velcro.   There would be WHG 
leaflets on the stall.  Heather showed the  Committee a junior archaeology book which would also be on 
display, together with the interesting finds from last year's Wing digs. 
 
 d) Treasure Hunt Map:  Elaine's map would be displayed on one of the boards.  Entrants would pay 50p 
and be given several historical questions relating to Wing.  The answers would be grid references on the map, and 
would be published in the next What's On.  The winner would receive a box of chocolates. 
 
 e) Sally and Steve would print out a sign-up sheet for the clip-boards, asking for old photos, 
information about WW1, and contributions to the oral history project.   Copies of the Junior Wordsearch (50p a go 
for a £5 prize) and Crossword (£1 a go for a £10 prize) were ready for sale on the stall. 
 
5. Queen's Head:  The date for the dig was Saturday, 13th September 2014.  There would be a barbecue and a 
WHG stall with similar activities to that at the Carnival.  The event would be advertised around the village, in What's 
On In Wing (half page) and in the LBO Wing column.   Kevin suggested asking Rachel whether Green King might 
provide a suitable ale for the occasion to be sold by the Queen's Head. 
 
6. Developers:  Sarah reported on the letters she had recently sent to the AVDC and Luton  Planning 
Committees regarding Taylor Wimpey's unsatisfactory archaeological report on the allotments near Dormer Avenue.   
In her letter she was able to refer to Martin Cuthbert's Report on test pit finds near Castle Mound, which was 
located close to the proposed development site.  She also referred to English Heritage's description of it as an 
important archaeological feature.   It was hoped that, with the involvement of English Heritage, there would be a full 
archaeological investigation of the allotment site before Taylor Wimpey started building there.   Martin Grant had 
been more thorough in their survey of the Meadow Way land.  Wing's population was around 2,800, and within the 
next 15 years it was expected that 100 new houses would be built here. 
 
7. WW1:  Sarah reported that she was in the process of creating a website for "Wing at War".   This would be 
run like a Wikipedia site.  She said that Joyce Brooker had all the wartime Parish magazine records, and more 
information was available from the library and other sources. 
 



Knitting poppies:  Sarah mentioned there was a project in progress to get groups of people knitting poppies and 
wreaths for sale in the village.  The wreaths could be on displayed in the Church as a permanent reminder of WW1.  
The PC would donate money for the wool, each poppy could have its knitter's name on the back, and a list of all the 
knitters could be made.   From November 1917 to May 1918 some 300 items of clothing had been knitted by Wing 
groups led by Miss Tatham and Lady Yarborough.  There was the possibility of raising as much as £5,700 for the 
British Legion if everyone in the village were to buy a poppy at £2 or a wreath at £15. 
 
8. Any Other Business:  Sarah showed the Committee an old photo of All Saint's Choir from the 1900's which 
had recently been discovered by a furniture restorer inside an old piece of furniture.  It would be scanned and 
displayed on the stall at the Carnival.  So far only the Reverend Tatham had been identified, but it was hoped that 
villagers may be able to name the others in the picture. 
 
9. Date of next meeting:   8.00 pm on Thursday, 4th September at the Cock Inn. 
 
      


