
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th June 2014 at the Cock Inn, Wing. 
 
1. Apologies were received from  Steve Barnes, Penny Bradshaw, Martin Cuthbert, Sue McCarroll and Malcolm 
Oliver. 
 
Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Pauline Hey from LBDAHS, Elaine 
Lavery, Kevin Stevens. 
 
2. The minutes of the last meeting which took place on 19th May 2014 were approved. 
 
3. Treasurer's Report:  Heather reported that receipt of the Grant had enabled the insurance to be set up, after 
which there was a credit balance of some £120.  The insurance would also cover the history walks.  Part of the 
balance in the account would be used for the hire of the hall for the November event, and it was suggested that 2 
small collection tins could be purchased from Ebay and maybe a couple of boards to have at digs.  Also prizes for the 
carnival would need to be bought. 
 
4. Dig Reports - 31st May:  Sarah read out Martin Cuthbert's reports  as follows: 
 

 Test Pit 17:  1 Ascott Green was located on the south side of Leighton Road and to the east of Well 

 Lane, near to Ascott House. Approximately 50m northwest of the site, a low mound, believed to be a 

 burial mound or meeting place, was destroyed during road widening in 1954. The mound is 

 believed to be Roman or Saxon in date. 

 

 The Theedway or Saltway, an ancient routeway that crossed the River Ousel at Tiddenfoot, is 

 believed to head towards Wing close to test pit 17. 

 

 This property is some distance from the medieval core of the village, so we weren’t expecting to find 

 Saxon or Medieval finds, but perhaps evidence of prehistoric or Roman activity. 

 A topsoil layer covered a modern brick path, which in turn overlay a modern made ground deposit 

 containing brick rubble and coal.  A number of fossil shells and a few modern pottery sherds, that did 

 not predate the current property, were the only finds. 

 The finds within this test pit suggest the site has been agricultural land, or perhaps located within the 

 grounds of the original and later Ascott House and not settled upon until the current property was 

 constructed. 

 Test Pit 18: 21 Leighton Road was located on the north side of Leighton Road opposite the 

 recreation ground. 

 

 This property is some distance from the medieval core of the village and just south of the ridge and 

 furrow earthworks that indicate land used for agriculture in the medieval and later periods, located 

 in Jubilee Green. Therefore we weren’t expecting to find Saxon or Medieval finds, but perhaps 

 evidence of prehistoric or Roman activity. Leighton Road is shown on “Jeffreys map” of 1760, 

 whilst the house was constructed in the late 19th century. 

 Modern topsoil containing modern pottery, animal bone, modern rubbish and a single clay pipe stem, 

 overlay a buried topsoil and subsoil containing large quantities of  animal bone, Victorian pottery, a 

 dog skeleton and one sherd of pottery possibly medieval in date. These deposits overlay the 

 natural. A small posthole or pit was identified cutting the subsoil, the fill of the pit contained a single 

 cow vertebrae. The nicest find was a coin dated to 1917 from Egypt!! Perhaps a soldier from Wing 

 was based in Egypt during WW1? 
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 The finds within this test pit suggest the site has been agricultural land and not settled upon until the 

 current property was constructed; however the sherd of pottery that may be medieval in date 

 suggests medieval activity was occurring within close proximity to the test pit. 

Sarah said that the geophysics report done for the building on fields near Meadow Way may be interesting and she 
would report further. 
 
Two further digs were planned for 22.6.14 at 13 Hawthorn Way and 2 Warwick Drive,  and two more for 28.6.14 at 
10 Vicarage Lane and 58-60 High Street. 
 
5. History Walk Report:  Elaine reported that there had been a small group of interested people for the walk 
on Sunday  - some villagers and some from further away.   The walk had covered the village and the Deer Park.   The 
walks had been advertised again in "What's On in Wing". 
 
The walk planned for 13.7.2014, would cover the Airfield, a distance of about 5 miles over uneven ground  and 
would take about 3 hours. 
 
Sarah said that there had been a request through the website from a U3A group for a mid-week walk for which they 
would give a donation. 
 
6. Carnival:  There was discussion about how to plan the events for the day.  It was decided that the hole for 
the dig would have to be started before the Carnival was open to the public.  Kevin suggested acquiring extra sieves 
for children to use. 
 
 a) Sandpit game - Sarah would discuss with Martin the finds needed from him for this.  Elaine could 
 provide the sandpit.  Prizes would come from multipacks of sweets. 
 
 b) Wing Junior Archaeologist Certificates - the size of these would be A5 and the name of each  
 Archaeologist could be written in on the day.  Certificate holders could be encouraged to come to the next 
 drop-in at the library on 2nd August to have them laminated. 
 
 c) Crossword and Wordsearch - Sally produced drafts of these for the Committee to test.  Entry to the 
 Crossword would be £1 for a prize of £10 and 50p to the Wordsearch for under 12's who could win a prize of 
 £5.  It was decided to have 50 copies of each.    Hopefully  some income  could be generated for the Group.  
 Kevin suggested that the prize for the Crossword competition could be for the most clues correctly 
 completed. 
 
 d) Recipes from Robert May's cook book - Sally mentioned that the Carnival may not allow the sale of 
 cakes because of competition with those sold at the tea tent.  It was suggested that Penny might be asked 
 instead to produce cakes for the drop-ins at the  library. 
 
 e) Treasure Hunt Map - Elaine would produce this with possible help from Pauline's A3 printer.  Also 
 Sarah had an estate agent's map which may assist.  
 
 f) Donation bucket - see 4. 
 
 g) WHG Badges - Heather said this was in hand. 
 
 h) Tombola - It was decided that there may not be enough people to man this. 
 
 i) Sign-up Sheet for people interested in various subjects, such as World War 1 and for those who may 
 have photos of interest.  Someone would be needed to give out and collect this information. 
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Sarah is to send an email to in order to organize a rota for manning the stall.  We need wallpaper tables and a 
gazebo.  Pauline would see whether LB would lend their display boards, but they may not fit under a gazebo.  Sally 
could provide a polythene cover for  protection. 
 
7. Festival of Archaeology:  Sarah said this was run by the Council for British Archaeology for two weeks in July.  
They provided free posters and advertising.  She would look into making the Carnival dig part of it. 
 
8. Review of Library Drop-In Morning, Saturday 7th June:  Sarah reported that this had been very quiet, it 
being dreadful weather, and there had been little time for advertising.  It was hoped that the next one on 5th July 
would be more successful.  The library was open from 10.30 to 12.00 am on Saturday. 
 
9. Mileposts:  Sarah said that on the Historical Environment Database she had found two more mileposts - one 
at the top of Well Lane and the other opposite the entrance to Lower Wingbury Farm.  She was Vice Chair of the 
Village Environment Committee.  
 
10. World War I Commemoration:  The Parish Council had set aside £1,000 for this and needed to discuss ideas.  
Their next meeting was on 24th June.  Kevin suggested a launch of the book researched by John Cotterell.  Sarah said 
there were some letters of interest in the library, and, through her research, she had discovered that Wing residents 
had belonged to some 35 different regiments from many different areas.  Pauline suggested that a search be made 
to find photos for a display, and that there could be a feature on medals.  Sarah mentioned knitted poppies - there 
were knitting groups in the village who could be approached.  As the war lasted four years, the commemorative 
event did not need to be this year. 
 
11. Any other business: 
 
 a) Sally showed the Committee an old photo of the Cock Inn, Wing with G.E. Moore's fish and chip cart 
outside it. 
 
 b) Sally gave Sarah copies of the LBO article about the opening of the Village Hall in 1906 [to add to 
other information collected with a view to producing a booklet]. 
 
12. Date of next meeting:  8.00pm on Monday, 14th July  at the Cock Inn.   
 
 
 
  
 
 


