
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE COCK INN, WING on 4.9.14 
 
1. Apologies [were received from Sue McCarroll.] 
 
Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, Pauline Hey (from 
LBDAHS), Elaine Lavery and Kevin Stevens. 
 
2. The minutes of the last meeting held on 14.7.14 were approved. 
 
3. Treasurer's Report:  Heather reported that (with the addition of £1.50 collected by the library from extra 
entries to the Crossword and Wordsearch competitions) the bank balance stood at [£158.14 credit].  Heather would 
put the money into a [slow-earning interest account.]  £4.20 worth of donations were received at the Carnival, and 
the various games had made £35.50.  Donations for prizes had been made by various Committee members - Elaine: a 
box of chocolates for the Treasure Map; Heather the sweets for the Sandpit Game; Sally £15 for the Crossword and 
Wordsearch.  Sarah mentioned that a fee for the pottery report amounting to £30 or £40 would need to be paid. 
 
4. Sign-Up Lists from the Carnival:  10 people had signed the clip board sheet; 2 had found interesting objects 
in their garden; others were looking into the history of their houses, and collecting Wing memorabilia such as 
postcards; some had old photos; others had information such as the WI Minute Books from 1923 and stories of past 
residents or information from the well researched Bandy website; and someone had moved into Wing to discover 
that his ancestors had also lived here.  There were 3 more potential dig requests. 
 
Sally offered to ring the people on the Sign-Up List, and to ask for photos or finds to be brought to the Queen's Head 
dig on 13.9.14.  Heather is to talk to Andre. 
 
5. Competition winners/posting the answers:  Sally produced the correctly completed entries from the 
Crossword and Wordsearch competitions.  Faith Carey was drawn as the winner of the former and Nicholas D. 
Williams as the latter.  The winners' names would be put in the WOIW ad and the Wing LBO column together with 
the names of the other correct entries.  Malcolm Oliver had won first prize for the Treasure Hunt game and his name 
and that of the 2nd and 3rd closest entrants would be mentioned.  
 
The answers to the competitions would be posted on the website and in the library.  
 
6. History walk, Thursday 11.9.14:   Between 17 and 20 members of the University of the Third Age were 
meeting at 10.30 am in the Queen's Head for coffee and would then go on the walk around Wing and return to the 
pub for lunch afterwards.  They would make a donation of £2 per head for the walk.  The Chairman of the Trustees of 
the new Aylesbury Museum may be present. 
 
7. Pub dig, Queen's Head, Saturday 13.9.14:  The dig would start at about 9.00 am before the pub was open to 
the public at 11.30 am, and go on until about 5.00 or 6.00 pm.  Martin had requested someone to catalogue, clean 
and label the finds.  Sarah said that at the Open Morning she had been approached about joining the digs.  There 
would be an information stall with leaflets and sign-up sheets at the Queen's Head.  There would also be fliers for 
the WW1 event and poppy templates.  Heather, Kevin, Sally and Steve said they would help to man the stall.  The dig 
could be advertised on the pub's board in the High Street. 
 
8. WW1 event, 2.00 pm on 8.11.14 in the Village Hall:   Heather outlined the different aspects of the event 
which would need supervising: 
 
 a)   A book of remembrance in which to commemorate residents from Wing who fell in the war or 
 relatives of current Wing residents or for general comments.  After the event the book would be kept in the 
 library along with a copy of John Cotterell's book which was being printed.  Elaine offered to get the book of 
 remembrance. 
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 b) Photo display:  The PC's display boards could be used for this.  From the website "Buckinghamshire 
 Remembers" there had been found 4 entries relating to Wing: 
  John Hammerton, in a photo of the named Wing football team of 1910; 
  Dennis Horne, from the Bucks Herald, 1916; 
  Edward John Randall, troupe photo;  
  Evelyn de Rothschild, photo and obituary. 
 Sarah also had a photo of a Captain from the 12th West Yorkshire Regiment based in Wing. 
 
 The next WOIW ad should ask for photos of soldiers from Wing families.  The Wing As It Was books may 
 reveal pictures of the individuals mentioned on the war memorial.   
 
 Pauline mentioned that she had a photo of her great uncle from Yorkshire, who was in the Duke of 
 Wellington Regiment and had won military medals.  She said that Leighton Buzzard Living History Day was 
 4.10.14, at which LBDAHS would have a photo display in All Saints Church.  This could be brought to Wing.  
 There was also a talk on the Bedfordshire Yeomanry on that day.  
 
 c) Diaries and documents:  This would involve collecting documents and letters relating to the war.  
 Sarah said here was an MK website with at least two Wing letters on it.  There would also be news archives 
 and general documents.  The Imperial War Museum had transcripts about Buckinghamshire.  Elaine 
 mentioned war paintings and maps.  Alex Cole could provide a list of all the Wing men who served.  There 
 could be a printout of the story of the war memorial taken from the Wing WW1 website.  Pauline mentioned 
 the article about the Beaudesert war memorial and some other books which could be displayed.  She 
 offered the loan of display cases in which to place fragile and personal items.  Sally and Steve had postcards 
 and other fabric souvenir items, and memorial cards for relatives who had died in the war.  Also an item of 
 trenchcraft - a letter opener made out of 2 Browning .303 bullets.  Pauline had brass tobacco tins.  There was 
 the possibility of having a constantly changing screen projector to show documents.  There could be WW1 
 poetry recordings.  Pauline also mentioned having a piece on Thankful Villages. 
 
 d) Re-enactment of enlistment as at August 1914:  This would involve an enrolling table, posters and a 
 uniformed officer signing up members of the public, who would be invited to dress in uniform and have a 
 sepia photo taken for a fee.     All this would be done respectfully but introducing a lighter hearted aspect to 
 the occasion, as was the case before the war took its toll of lives.  Groups of friends and siblings had been 
 keen to enlist together, tempted by the promise of free meals, money and boots.  The Western Front 
 Association had successfully held this kind of event before.   Sarah may know of an officer cadet who could 
 be the enlisting officer - she might be able to get the army involved and perhaps Aylesbury Museum might 
 have items to lend.   Heather said uniforms could be hired and she would also ask her neighbour who was a 
 movie costume designer for assistance.  Women's nursing outfits (VAD) could be provided.   There was 
 mention of the Mothers' Union which, in Wing, had been run by the vicar's wife during WW1.    
 
 e) Refreshments:  It was suggested that the WI could be approached to do teas, and Andre to make 
 some cakes.  Application could be made to the PC for a grant to cover the cost of this.   
 
 f)   Programme:  Sarah mentioned that Wing Village Hall Trust should be thanked for waiving the hire 
 fee on this occasion.  The programme could contain a list of the Wing men who served in the war.   
 
 g) Publicity:  Heather suggested approaching Look East or Radio 3 Counties, and having an article in the 
 LBO.  A poster would be put in the pubs. 
 
9. Poppies:  Sarah said there was a pattern available for the knitting poppies - it would be circulated in WOIW, 
and also available at the pub dig and in the library.  Finished poppies could be collected in the WHG box there. 
 
10. Finds Day:  Saturday, 6.12.14:  This would have the same format as last year, with displays from  Aylesbury 
Museum, two metal detectors, and Wing finds.  Sarah would email the invitations. 
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11. Fundraising:  Heather stressed that fundraising was not such a priority, as we would ask the PC to help fund 
the WW1 event.  The two collection boxes would be available for donations at the pub dig, the WW1 event and 
Finds Day.   There was still the possibility of acquiring visible yellow vests for digs or perhaps T shirts, or iron-on 
transfers of the WHG logo.  Sarah said that the application for the Mick Aston fund grant was still in progress.   There 
was no need to buy equipment for the digs. 
 
Sarah mentioned that Alex Coles in New Zealand was in the process of researching the 352 Wing men who had 
enlisted in WW1.  New information contained in wills had recently been released at a cost of about £160.  It was 
thought appropriate for WHG to apply for a grant for the money.  
 
12. Any Other Business: 
 
 a) Heather mentioned that Robert May's book had been mentioned on the latest "Bake Off" 
 programme - this could be referred to with a link on the WHG website Twitter page. 
 
 b) Heather was thanked for obtaining 3 Bucks. Records books containing details of various local digs 
 including that at the old schoolhouse and All Saints Church, Wing.  She also had acquired 2 old Church Guide 
 Books dating back to 1962 and the 1980's. 
 
 c) There was a query about the restoration of the milepost, but this was awaiting discussion at another 
 committee meeting. 
 
 d) The acquisition of a 25 year lease of land on the airfield site by a solar energy company was 
 mentioned.  It was thought that the correct procedure had been followed. 
 
 e) WHG Stall at the Church Fete, 29.11.14:  It was agreed to have a stall. 
 
 f) Ghost stories for Hallowe'en:  Sarah said she had been approached to see whether there could be a 
 casual evening of stories in the pub. 
 
13. Date of next meeting:   8.00 pm on Monday, 29th September at the Cock Inn. 
 
  
 
    
 
  


