
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th May 2014 at the Cock Inn, Wing 
 
1. Apologies were received from Martin Cuthbert, Malcolm Oliver and Penny Bradshaw. 
 
Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes ( Secretary), Pauline Hey from Leighton Buzzard 
& District Archaeological & Historical Society, Steve Barnes, Elaine Lavery, Sue McCarroll, and Kevin Stevens. 
 
2. The minutes of the last meeting which took place on 14.4.14 were approved. 
 
3. Treasurer's Report:  Heather reported that the bank account had been opened, and the balance was £1.00.   
 
4. Insurance:  Sally reported that Towergate Insurance had offered an initial quote of over £400 for 12 months'  
Public Liability insurance of £2M for just 25 members, which was much higher than the Leighton Buzzard Society's 
renewal quote of £202.50 for a much larger membership of over 150.  Heather said she would take up the matter 
with Towergate with urgency, as a request for funds to cover the insurance had to be submitted to the Parish 
Council at their next meeting on 27.5.14.   
 
Sally also mentioned that the insurance would not cover  under 16 year-olds.  Pauline said that LBDAHS had dealt 
with this by informing volunteers that children should be accompanied by an adult. 
 
5. Membership:  Sarah proposed that all committee members and dig volunteers should be sent membership 
forms by email, which could then be sent to Heather to compile a data base.  Members could be notified on this 
form that children attending digs should be accompanied by an adult.  There could be a "sign in for the day" sheet  
for each dig. 
 
Sarah suggested holding some drop in membership recruitment meetings in the library, perhaps on the first 
Saturday morning of the month.  This could also encourage members to take advantage of Bucks.  Library free 
services, such as Ancestry. 
 
6. Advertising:  Heather showed the committee the draft WHG Leaflet she and Sarah had produced.  This 
contained  generic WHG information and was designed to promote the Group without reference to any particular 
dates.  It was agreed that this, with some small amendments should be produced to increase membership.   
 
Sarah said that posters had been placed in the library, on the board in Jubilee Green, at the Nursery and [the 
Newsagent] and an ad placed in What's On.   
 
7. WWI:  Sarah informed the committee that the PC had requested help in restructuring the draft of John 
Cotterell's book about  the men commemorated on the War Memorial, ready for printing.  There were some PC  
funds available for this service.  It was intended that the book would be sold when published.  Elaine offered to look 
at the draft.  It was suggested that the task could be shared if necessary. 
 
8. Carnival:  Sarah reported on the initial ideas for the WHG stall, which included : 
 a) Sandpit game, with finds supplied by Martin which would be numbered.  The children would win a 
 prize marked with the same number as the find. 
 b)  Wing Junior Archaeologist certificates - Heather suggested these  could be awarded as well as 
 sweets as prizes. 
 c) A crossword devised by Sally for adults to complete, and a wordsearch for children, with tear-off 
 strips for the answers to be entered into a box in the library, prizes for the winners, whose names would be 
 announced in "What's On". 
 d) Recipes from Robert May's cook book - Sarah said she would pass the book on to Penny to see 
 which, if any, of the recipes would be suitable.  If there were none in the book, maybe Penny could use one 
 of her own  recipes. 
 e) A treasure hunt map - Elaine said she would devise a map with questions relating to Wing historical 
 facts. 
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 f) Donation bucket to be on the stall. 
 g) WHG Badges to be worn by members - Heather could provide badge holders. 
 
9. Draft Wing Guide:  discussion postponed pending further amendments. 
 
10. Finds Day 2014:   
 a) Dig at the Queen's Head planned for the end of September, with finds from the year's digs in Wing 
 on display:  It was suggested that there could be hog-roast or some kind of food  provided to celebrate the 
 years' successful digs.    
 b) Finds Day incorporating other local societies to be held in Wing Hall in November:  This was 
 proposed by Sarah, who, with Martin had attended last year's Milton Keynes Fair where they had met up 
 with Nick Crank of the CBA. WHG could  invite other groups to attend and thank them for their support.  
 There had been a lot of interest shown in our Finds Day of 2013.  Pauline suggested sounding out the other 
 local societies to see if they would be interested and also that in due course WHG could look at affiliate 
 membership of the CBA.  She stressed that any attending societies would be covered under their own 
 insurance.  Sarah said that the evening could end with a meal or drink with Martin as a way of thanks.  
 
11. Postcards:  Sarah reported that Roz Evans,  Liaison Officer from Bucks County Museum had a good photo of 
the Medieval ring found at Ascott from which it might be possible to reproduce postcards for sale provided copyright 
laws were not infringed. 
 
Kevin suggested that photos could be taken of current views of Wing with postcards of the same view from years 
ago imposed on them.  He would look into this. 
 
Sally and Elaine had obtained postcards of photos from Wing as it Was from the library. 
 
Heather reported there had been no further postcards of Wing available on Ebay recently. 
 
12. Digs Update:  Apart from the two dates already arranged, Saturday 31.5.14 and Sunday, 22.6.14, there was 
also provisionally Saturday, 28.6.14, if volunteers could be found. 
 
13. Any other business: 
 a) Walks:   Elaine mentioned the dates of the two walks - Sunday, 15.6.14 for the main village, a walk 
 of around 3 miles; and Sunday, 13.7.14 for the airfield, a longer walk which last year took 3 hours.  Suitable 
 footwear and drinking water was suggested for both.  Many participants last year were able to impart useful 
 information as well as listen to the guides.  The walks were advertised in What's On.  Last year there were 
 about 20 people.   It was suggested that  donations could be collected. 
 
 b) Leighton Buzzard Photographic Facebook Group:  Sarah said that this group were holding an 
 informal gathering at the Hare, Linslade on 6.7.14 from midday  to display and  share photos of the Leighton 
 Buzzard area. On the site Sally had found one photo of Moores'  horse-drawn fish and chip cart outside the 
 Cock in Wing.  It might be possible to find other pictures relating to Wing at the meeting. 
 
 c) Inventory of equipment:  Heather suggested this might be useful, to make sure nothing got lost on 
 digs.  Also the volunteer diggers would need seed trays for finds and newspapers with which to line them, 
 and old toothbrushes for cleaning finds.  
 
 d) Wing Milepost:  Nothing more to report until it can be discussed at  the PC meeting.  Kevin showed 
 the committee a photo of the milepost. 
 
14. Date of next meeting:  8.00 pm on Monday, 16th June at the Cock Inn.   


