
WING HERITAGE GROUP  
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14th April 2014 at the Cock Inn, Wing 
 
1.  Apologies were received from Elaine Lavery and Richard Gem. 
 
Present:  Sarah Roe, Chair, Heather Buttle, Treasurer, Martin Cuthbert, retiring Secretary, Pauline 
Hey (Leighton Buzzard & District Archaeological & Historical Society), Kevin Stevens, Sue McCarroll, 
Sally Barnes, Steve Barnes, Polly Fleet-Palmer and Penny Bradshaw. 
 
2.  Secretary:  Sally Barnes offered to take the place of Martin Cuthbert as Secretary.  This was 
seconded and agreed. 
 
3. Archaeological equipment:   It was reported that the archaeological equipment was now housed 
with Roger Carey and John Lomas. 
 
4. Test pits:  Martin said he had contacted various people re. test pits which would be dug in 
May/June, and he was finalizing the dates. 
 
5.  Advertisement:  This would be included in the May "What's On In Wing". 
 
6.  Funding:  Martin said that he had not been able to submit the application for funding from the 
CBA Mick Aston Fund before the April deadline, but it would be submitted soon.  The references 
were being obtained. 
 
7.  Milepost:   Sue and Pauline reported that they had both received information from the Milestone 
Society.  Wing has a Milepost situated on the pathway of the A418, just outside the village between 
Cottesloe School roundabout and Mill Cottages.  The Society could renovate it at a cost, dependent 
on how it was fixed to the ground.  It may entail a number of visits from an expert based in Essex , 
who would charge travel expenses.   £200 was a possible figure and materials amounting to £80.  
Sue and Sarah agreed to examine the post. 
 
Pauline said that it was listed as "BU-AYLB07". 
 
8.  Future projects:   Richard Gem was waiting on the quote  re. the elevation of the Church building. 
 
9.  Geophys. equipment:   Pauline would chase up the correspondence re. the St. Alban's equipment 
to be borrowed; Martin would enquire about borrowing a MAG from the Chess Valley 
Archaeological Society.  Pauline would ask whether we could borrow a resistivity machine from 
Leighton Buzzard. 
 
10.  Carnival, 19th July:   The Committee had still not replied to emails.  Sally said she would enquire 
from John Lomas, and mention ideas for the WHG stall.  Martin said he would be able to supervise 
the dig on Jubilee Green. 
 
There could be a donation bucket at the Carnival stall and a Board for the test pits.  A publication 
could be sold on the stall including details of the test pits (Martin was just completing his report). 
The cost would depend on the number produced and the price would have to generate some 
income.    Sarah said the Parish Council might be interested in funding.   Sally suggested a 
Wordsearch could be included in the publication to attract interest, with a prize being offered.  



Entries could be posted in a box in the library with the winner's name published in What's On.  She 
also suggested a map of the village with details of key places mentioned in the history walks.  Sarah 
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 said she had written information which could be included.  The Wordsearch could be produced as a 
separate page with dates of the future test pit digs on the back and a tear off slip to fill in the answer 
- the word not included in the Wordsearch. 
 
At the stall there could be a sandpit  for children to search for finds, and trays of different types of 
finds for them to identify. 
 
Penny asked whether there could be cakes for sale on the stall.  Sarah mentioned that Robert May's 
17th Century cook book was being reprinted as it was the 350th annivesary of his death.  A recipe 
from this could be used. 
 
11.  Beating the Bounds:   Rogation Sunday was 25th May.  Was there a possibility of doing this?  
The distance could be 12 miles, but the walk could be split into two.  Pauline had brought the latest 
copy of "Transactions", the journal of the Leighton Buzzard & District Archeaological & Historical 
Society, produced annually, for us to peruse.  This included the article "Walking Linslade's Bounds".  
Martin mentioned that Wing's boundary formed the shape of a diamond with All Saint's Church in 
the centre.  The farthest peripheries were about 2km distant. 
 
12.  Website:  Kevin to meet with Sarah to discuss format. 
 
13. Bank Account/Income:   Heather, as Treasurer, reported that she and Sally, as Secretary would 
be meeting Mark Easton at HSBC on 22nd April with regard to opening an account  (we have a 
donation of £1 to do so!)  This would enable us to apply for grants.  The Group need to generate 
some kind of income.  Pauline  said that LBDAHS were able to make a profit by selling  old postcards  
and photos of the town as well as their publication.  Heather  said she was searching on Ebay for 
Wing postcards. 
 
14. Vote of Thanks:   Sally proposed a vote of thanks to Martin for all his valuable work and best 
wishes for his new ventures and move to Suffolk.  Sarah said that the test pit project would not have 
been possible without him, and we were grateful that he could come back to continue the digs. 
 
15.  Date of next meeting:   Monday 19th May. 
 
 
 
  


