
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
MINUTES of the Meeting held on Monday, 13th June 2016 at the Cock Inn, Wing. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 9th May 2016 were approved with a correction to no. 9. 

2. Apologies:  Polly Fleet-Palmer. 

3. Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, 
Pauline Hey (LBDAHS), Elaine Lavery, Kevin Stevens.  

4. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather reported that the actual credit balance in the account was £291.05.  
This included receipt of the cheques for two guided walks, the PC grant of £290.95; and the deduction of 
the cost of the Airfield book which had recently been purchased, and £177.97 spent on insurance 
renewal. 

4. Archaeology:  Sarah said that there was to be a geophysics survey of Wing Recreation Ground on 
Saturday, 18th June with the use of a magnetometer on loan from the London Museum of Archaeology.  
Pauline stated that the operators of the equipment should not wear shoes with steel shanks or bras with 
underwiring. 

Sarah mentioned that the next garden dig would be at The Limes, at the top of Vicarage Lane, on 25th 
June. 

She said that the large sieve, which had been on loan to Wing, had been returned to its owners, but 
would probably be available to Wing again in September/October.  Pauline said that a bigger tarpaulin 
would be needed in the interim if individual sieves were to be used for digs. 

5. Family History:  Heather reported that there had been a lively Library session on 14th May, when 
Kate and Colin Crooks, Elaine and herself had pursued various web enquiries.  They had been able to use 
the three computers productively. 

6. Wing Walks:  Elaine reported on the walk for 15 members of Stewkley History Group which had 
taken place on the evening of 25th May, and for which a donation of £30 had been received.   The Group  
had met outside the church at the Lych Gate and proceeded, after taking in the War Memorial, to 
Cottesloe with some discussion of “Skipping Connie”, whose grave was in Stewkley churchyard.   They 
continued on to Aylesbury Road, passing no. 20, an early seventeenth century house which had belonged 
to the Manor, then moving on to the Dormer Almshouses.  Many of the group were familiar with Wing, 
having family who lived there, or having lived there themselves.  They then continued down the High 
Street, to Prospect Place and Jubilee Green.  Someone mentioned that their grandmother had cooked for 
the Merry family who owned Moorhills, and remembered the house being knocked down in the 1950’s to 
make way for the building of Redwood Drive.  The Taylor Wimpey site was mentioned with regard to the 
Saxon settlement there.  The walk took the group to Castle Mound and to the Pound and back to the 
church via Vicarage Lane and Church Walk.   Somebody from Stewkley had family links to Vicarage Lane 
and said there had been a slaughter house there.  Neil Dickens mentioned that there was a CD in Wing 
Library containing Births, Marriages and Deaths dating back to the 1500’s.   The conversation turned 
to Stewkley Village Hall (which apparently was owned by the Earl of Orkney) and the rumour that the 
billiard table had been taken from it sometime during WWII.  The Earl and his wife Connie had a 
daughter, Mary, who had been christened in 1903 in Wing, some 8 years before they moved to Stewkley, 
where Tithe House had been built for them.  Someone had a photo of Connie in a carriage.  Members of 
the Stewkley Group seemed unaware that Connie had been on the stage. 

Emmeline Pankhurst had been mentioned in connection with a house in Ivy Lane, Stewkley, where it is 
thought she may have stayed, according to Estate Agents who were engaged to sell it.  A taxi driver was, 
apparently, told to pick up a “Mrs. Fraser” from the station, and the woman who had owned the cottage 
at the time had lived in Highgate as had Emmeline, but the story had not been authenticated.  
Nevertheless, the new owners of the house had erected a blue plaque. 

The guided walk ended up with a lively discussion in one of the village pubs. 
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The Committee were reminded that the next walk on Sunday, 26th June was for Committee Members 
and interested  friends, and would start at 2.00 pm from the Lych Gate and include the Dormer field. 

Sarah said that Group 2 of the Aylesbury mid Bucks. U3A had requested a walk in September.  There 
were thought to be about 15 members, and £2 per person would be charged.  It was suggested that the 
website should include information about Wing Walks. 

7. Bucks. County Museum Display:  Sarah, Pauline and Sally had visited the Museum on Wednesday 
8th June to view the Hogshaw Display.  They met with Doug Stuckey who, together with Pauline, 
explained how the display had been put together, and discussed the size and positioning of the boards 
and cabinets available.  The lighting was not adjustable but the shelving was.  There was no date yet for 
WHG’s display but it may be on show for about two months.  The next stage was to assemble all the 
possible exhibits and to discuss what to include and how to write appropriate descriptions. 

8. Overstone School History Week:  Sarah had given a talk to the entire year span on 26th May.  The 
children had been divided into four house groups.  There had been good feedback from both the children 
and the school. 

9. Any Other Business:   

 a) Kevin mentioned that he had not yet had time to copy the DVD of the Meet The 
Ancestors Programme but would do so soon.  Sarah had managed to obtain a copy of the original from a 
Swedish TV website. 

 b) Heather suggested that an email should be sent to update WHG Members about 
archaeology and family history. 

10. Date of next meeting:  Monday, 5th September 2016 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing.  
(Postponed until Thursday, 29th September.) 


