
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
MINUTES of the Meeting held on Monday, 15th June 2015 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 18th May 2015 were approved. 

2. Apologies:  Steve Barnes and Elaine Lavery. 

 Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Polly Fleet-
Palmer, Pauline Hey (LBDAHS), Sue McCarroll, Kevin Stevens. 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather announced the receipt of £896, the Community Chest Grant, which 
would be used to  buy four pop-up gazebos and one good camera with an optical zoom.  An Olympus 
digital recorder with PC data had been acquired.  Sarah said there had been a request for WHG T-shirts 
which could be sold at the Carnival and advertised on the WHG mailing list.  It was suggested that 
perhaps 5 colours could be obtained with a large WHG logo printed centrally in white, and two sizes 
could be provided.  They could be sold at £7.50 each, which would give the Group a small profit. 

Sarah would order finds boxes for the Willington Archaeology Fair.  Pauline suggested getting two heavy 
duty tarpaulins for digs. 

Sarah said that it might be appropriate to ask Paul Blinkhorn for a half yearly Interim Archaeology Report 
as many pottery finds needed dating. 

4. Wing Carnival, Saturday, 18th July 2015 on Jubilee Green (open to public 1.00 to 4.30 pm): 

 a) Dig:  The test pit would be started at 9.00 am by the Archaeology team, who would stop 
digging at 1.00 pm and invite the public to have a go at finds washing, sieving and scraping.  They would 
aim to finish the dig at around 3.30 pm and to back fill by 4.30 pm.  It would be in the same area as last 
year, with the test pit dug where the stall had been.  A stool should be used for access in and out of the 
pit.  Sally had a box of gloves which could be used. 

 b) Children’s dinosaur dig:  This would take place in the top half of the sandpit shell used 
last year.  The children would dig for plastic dinosaurs buried in the sifted soil from the pit.  20p would 
be charged per game and Caribous and stickers offered as a reward.  Heather would source a supply of 
baby wipes from Amazon.   

 c) Heather explained how the Indiana Jones and the Temple of Wing game would work:  
there would be a grid-marked map of Wing (49 squares) and participants would be charged £1 to guess 
under which square the Temple was “ located”.  If a £10 prize was offered and all the squares were 
taken, this would generate £39 profit.  The winning square would be picked in advance. 

 d) Merchandise:  The T-shirts mentioned in 3) would be available, as would pencils and 
collection tins would display the sign “Support Your Local Heritage Group”. 

 e) Literature and table displays:  Three long tables would be borrowed from the Church 
Cafe for the Carnival – Sally, Steve and Kevin are to meet there at 11.30 am (now revised to 12.00 am) to 
transport them to Jubilee Green.   Labelled finds from the June digs would be displayed in boxes with 
transparent lids.   Heather would bring the Parish Registers.  WHG leaflets and sign-up sheets would also 
be there as well as Festival of Archaeology publicity.  The table top board would display posters from 
each of the groups, describing their activities.  There would be a flier about the Oral History Project, 
inviting villagers to participate in it. 

Heather suggested that string could be fastened across the gazebos with A1 sheets attached posing 
questions for the public to answer on post-it notes (pens also to be provided).  This should generate 
more input from the public rather than just giving them facts to read.  It was decided to meet at 11.30 
am on 11th July at Jubilee Green to try out the gazebos before the day of the Carnival. 
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 f) Manning the stalls/dig:  It was decided that it would be ideal to have at least three 
people manning the stall/dig at any one time.  This could be achieved without a rota.  The archaeology 
team would be there earlier (starting at 9.00 am) and other helpers would arrive when they could so that 
the stall and games could be set up before the public arrived at 1.00 pm.  The tables would arrive at the 
field about 11.45 am.  

g) Publicity:  Kevin suggested displaying a large poster of the WHG logo and associated logos 
on the A board to attract people to the dig and stall.  

5. Any Other Business: 

 i) Family History private Yahoo Group:  Heather had set this up in order to enable the 
group to communicate and continue its research with the need for a meeting.  It would enable Alex in 
New Zealand to participate.  Members would be notified each time something was posted. 

 ii) Pauline reported attending with Simon a recent meeting of the Beds. Archaeological 
Council.  It was uncertain whether WHG would benefit from membership of this group which had mainly 
been set up to publish specific reports. 

 iii) Pauline commented that two archaeology students were interested in participating in 
Wing digs, one of whom had been present at the last dig on 13th June.  Their contribution was very 
welcome. 

 iv) Sarah informed the Committee that on Friday, 19th June she would be meeting with the 
Vicar, Richard Gem and Rosemary Robinson at the Church to discuss the Church’s impending 
quinquennial review.  It was hoped that the Church fabric could be fully documented, partly by WHG 
under the guidance of eminent archaeologist, Beverley Kerr, who had volunteered a day’s  time for 
nothing.  As the Church is one of the oldest in the country this was likely to attract interest from other 
archaeologists. 

6. Date of next meeting – Monday, 7th September 2015 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing.  


