
WING HERITAGE GROUP 

MINUTES of the Meeting held at 8.00 pm on Monday, 18th May 2015. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 20th April 2015 were approved. 

2. Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, 
Polly Fleet-Palmer, Pauline Hey (LBDAHS), Elaine Lavery, Sue McCarroll, Kevin Stevens, Heather Watson. 

There were no apologies. 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather reported that WHG was insured from mid May for one year, and that 
she had applied for the Community Chest Grant in the amount of £996 and was waiting to hear back.  
The money would be spent on four pop-up gazebos and two new cameras.  Thanks to the grants available 
WHG had been able to acquire all the equipment originally on loan from Martin’s former employees.   
Pauline suggested heavy duty tarpaulins would be another useful purchase. 

4. Archaeology Group:  Sarah reported that there had now been five test pits dug at four different 
locations.  The programme of digs had proved successful so far but more volunteers would be welcome.  
WHG had been invited to write an article and have a display at Willington Archaeology Fair in June.  Kate 
and Colin Crooks had offered to do the display.  A discussion followed about the difficulty of getting 
volunteers for digs in spite of sending out emails.  Pauline said that LBDAHS had the same problem.  
Heather Watson mentioned that she had been able to volunteer for almost 50% of the digs over the past 
year and was thanked for her continued valued contribution.   It was hoped that the dig at the Carnival 
would encourage more people to participate and reassure them that no previous experience was 
necessary. 

5. History Group:  Pauline reported on the last meeting of the Group on 14.5.15: 

a)  Exhibitions:  The Church had expressed gratitude for the exhibition and asked when WHG 
could do another, perhaps with the Church as the subject.  Sally reported that there had been positive 
feedback from the WW II exhibition in the Church on 4.5.15, including interest from contributors of 
Michael Warth’s book, Wings Over Wing, people who worked in the Old Gymnasium on the Airfield and 
Wing residents who had lived here during WWII.    Sarah said the Church Cafe had reported good 
attendance resulting in a collection of about £80 for charity.  She thanked Sally for helping to coordinate 
the exhibition.  

Pauline explained that no events were being planned for VJ Day as it fell in the summer holidays.  VJ Day 
had been celebrated more than VE Day in Wing. 

Various ideas were being discussed with regard to the possible Church exhibition.  

 Discussion at 18.5.15 meeting:  Heather Watson said she would investigate the history of someone 
who was born, married and who had died in the village.     

 b) Oral History Archive:   A leaflet would be produced to encourage contributions and 
requests for information could be placed in the LBO column.  Interviewing could be done at the Church 
Cafe and possibly Wing Lunch Club and Carey Lodge, with the help of a dictaphone.    

 c) Boer War Letter:  Wing resident, Richard Webb had given the Group a copy of a letter 
sent by one of his relatives in April 1900 from Ladysmith during the Boer War.  This was being transcribed 
and investigated. 

 d) Wing Carnival:  please see item 6 below. 
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6. Wing Carnival Saturday 18th July 2015:  Sarah said that this year’s Carnival stall and dig would 
raise the profile of the digs.  A test pit would be opened up by the archaeology team and then people 
would be encouraged to participate by digging, sieving and washing finds.   Some finds would be 
provided in case the test pit revealed none.  The gazebos would provide cover and the sides could be 
used for displays as well as the WHG board and A board.  The current WHG insurance would cover the 
public participation if supervised.  Sarah suggested producing a small summary leaflet of the finds of last 
year’s digs. 

 Heather B suggested that the WHG theme to reflect “The Movies” could be “Indiana Jones and the 
Temple of Wing”.  A fundraising game could be devised whereby participants would pay £1 a go to choose 
one square from a grid map of Wing in order to find the location of the temple for a prize of £10.  Also 
there could be a soil finds dig for young children with plastic dinosaurs and chicken bones for them to 
find.  A volunteer rota for the stall could be drawn up.  Sue McCarroll would ask if the Church Cafe would 
lend tables for the stall as they did last year.  The June WHG Meeting would be devoted solely to plans 
for the Carnival. 

7. Family History Group:  Heather B reported that several investigations were ongoing .  She 
mentioned that she was now in charge of the register of burials, and had had an enquiry about a 1600’s 
burial.  A discussion followed about when the next Family History morning in the library should be – the 
date would be finalized when all members of the Group next met. 

8. Fundraising Group:  Kevin had ascertained from Waitrose that £1,000 was available per month to 
be divided between 3 good causes according to the distribution of green tokens in the collecting bins.  
Pauline said that LBDAHS had benefitted from £350 in the past.   

It was decided to place WHG fundraising collection tins at the next exhibition not connected with war. 

No subscription charge would be place on membership of WHG yet, as there were no publications being 
produced and no free gifts given.  WHG was currently being funded by grants and a small collection from 
the tins. 

Various small items would be added to the pencils already offered for sale – rubbers, rulers, bookmarks, 
and notebooks on the cover of which Steve would foil print the WHG logo.  Coasters printed with a 
drawing of the Church were also being produced. 

9. Publicity Group:  Kevin suggested producing an A5 explanatory leaflet for oral histories.  The 
wording would be considered at the next History Group meeting. 

Upcoming WHG events could be place in What’s On In Wing on the front page for free, bearing in mind 
the deadline of  the 10th of the month for the next month’s publication. 

The Carnival posters could not be produced until the Council of Archaeology had sent WHG their 
publicity. 

Sarah said it would be helpful if posters could be put up in the display boards in Burcott and Moorlands 
and also on lampposts and telegraph poles.  Pauline said these should be removed quickly after the 
events.  Events were advertised in her column in the LBO which was proving popular.  Pauline suggested 
a poster could be put up in Leighton Buzzard library as well as in Wing library. 

10. Any Other Business : none. 

11. Date of next meeting – Monday, 15th July 2015 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing to discuss the 
Carnival.


