
WING HERITAGE GROUP 

MINUTES of the Meeting held at 8.00 pm on Monday, 19th June 2017 at the Cock Inn, Wing. 

1. The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 22.5.17 were approved. 

2. Apologies:  Heather Buttle, and Pauline Hey (LBDAHS). 

3. Archaeology:  Sarah reported that  the dig at 10 Church Street had revealed, subject to 
verification, early Medieval or Saxon pottery, as well as a rare penny dated 1773.  Esther Escudero, the 
Cotswold Archaeologist, had been at the dig at which some professional archaeological photos had been 
taken, which Sarah showed to the Committee.   Kate and Colin Crook had made a wooden replacement 
for the green metal sieve that had to be returned to the owner.  This was very much appreciated.     

The next dig was at the allotments on 8th July.  Sarah said that the allotments on Leighton Road had 
existed since the 1700’s.  The owner, Lesley, had many trays of pottery that she had already dug up, 
including one of dark pieces which were likely to be old.  There was also a Roman coin which needed to 
be registered with the Portable Antiquities Department at Bucks. County Museum. 
   
 There was the possibility of arranging more digs for September.   Also it would be advisable to have 
another dig at 8 Vicarage Lane, because, after studying aerial photos, Esther may have found the 
location of the ditch. 

Esther was keen to promote WHG on the Cotswold Archaeology site. 

Sarah had been forwarded an email that Richard Gem had received from the University of Reading 
Round Mounds Project.  The project, concerning English Heritage designated mounds, was coming to an 
end after three years.  A mound at Slough [was being or had been  **  which please Sarah] investigated, 
and was thought to be similar to the one in Wing.  Richard Gem had emailed the leader of the project 
with a view to having a core sample taken.  Bucks. Archaeology had given their approval, and Esther has 
indicated that it would not be too expensive. 

Sarah was looking into acquiring software for registering antiquities. 

4. Wing Live:  Friday 30.6.17, 4.00 to 7.00 pm and Saturday 1.7.17, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm:  Sally 
and Elaine would be setting up the WHG stall from 3.30 pm on Friday.  Sarah would be able to attend 
later.  Sally and Steve offered to help man the stall on Friday but would not be there on Saturday.  Kevin 
asked if anyone had copies of the previous posters he had designed so that he could use the photos to 
construct new ones for this year’s events.  There would be a general board display and finds from this 
year.  WHG leaflets would be handed out but Cotswold Archaeology needed to be added to them. 

5. Wingfest:  Saturday 15.6.17 on Jubilee Green from 1.30 pm:  The Heritage Singers had four 
songs to perform around 4.00 pm and rehearsals were going well. 

6. Stall at the Cock Inn, Sunday 23.7.17 from 1.00 pm (as part of the Festival of Archaeology):  
Kevin is designing a poster for this event which is to feature family history, archaeology, the historical 
background to the Heritage Singers’ songs performed at Wingfest, a guided walk at 3.00 pm, a treasure 
hunt, a quiz and a wordsearch.    Sarah said that Esther had suggested that Cotswold Archaeology could 
attend and bring some of their activities. 

7. Remembrance Day Exhibition:  Sunday, 12.11.17 in the church:  Preparation for this would 
start in September.  There had not yet been a reply from the  Rothschild Archivist. 

8. Any Other Business: 

 a) Eureka Partnership pamphlet on “The People of Wing” compiled in 2014:  Sarah 
showed the Committee a copy of this publication which contained archive material including the 1918 
list of absent voters complete with their war registration numbers, and addresses, and information such 
as ship names.  This would be a useful source of information for the 1918 Remembrance Exhibition. 
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 b) Almshouses:  Bucks. County Archive only held information concerning the 1700’s. 



 c) Workhouse:  Sarah said that, in the first two surveys, one in 1722 and one in 1732, there 
was no reference to Wing, but there was in 1736, and in 1772 there was mention of accommodation for 
30 people.  In 1832, with the introduction of the Poor Law and Unions, Wing became a Union of Leighton 
Buzzard and Linslade.  All the records were housed in Bedford, and the Bucks. Herald and LB0 often 
printed articles which referred to them. 

9. Date of Next Meeting:  Monday, 10th July 2017 at 8.00 pm at the Cock Inn, Wing, for the 
purpose of organizing the event at the Cock Inn on 23.7.17.      


