
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
MINUTES of the Meeting held at 8.00 pm on Monday, 20th April 2015. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 23rd March 2015 were approved, with the addition of 
Elaine Lavery added to the list of those  present. 

2. Apologies were received from Polly Fleet-Palmer and Pauline Hey (LBDAHS). 

Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, Elaine 
Lavery, Sue McCarroll and Kevin Stevens. 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather reported that she and Sarah had purchased most of the 
archaeological items on the list to be bought.  Heather had funded this and would be reimbursed by 
money from the account.  The Parish Council had handed over the grant of £529 at their meeting on 16th 
April, which would facilitate the purchase of the polo shirts (black with white logo), dictaphones, and 
display boards (electric blue).  Two Perspex covered A-Boards would also be bought together with A2 
post-its, and 6 high viz yellow vests.  Also more finds trays with individual boxes would be acquired. 

4. Archaeology Group:  Sarah reported that the first dig which had taken place at [8 – do you want 
the house numbers of dig addresses to be in the Minutes?] Vicarage Lane had been successful, with a 
number of interesting finds, including a piece of pottery which could be either Saxon or pre-Roman.  
Animal bones had also been found and many pieces of mortar.  The new equipment had proved useful 
and the weather good.   The auger list had been received from Martin, but not quite in time for the 
Vicarage Lane dig.   

The next dig would be at Tinker’s Hole on Sunday 3.5.15.  There was a change to the dig list published in 
the March Minutes  – on 20.6.15 there would just be a dig at [4a – include house number?] Aylesbury 
Road.   

5. History Group:  Sally reported in Pauline’s absence on the work in progress for the VE Day 
celebrations which would now take place on Monday, 4th May between 10.30 am and 12.00 noon in the 
Church.  The bells would be rung by visiting ringers between 10.40 and 11.40, refreshments would be 
provided by the Church Cafe (which was open between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon), and the WHG WWII 
exhibition would be on display.  There would also be leaflets and sign-up boards and the photo game.  At 
12.15 there would be a [procession] to the opening of Long Spinney which was planned for 1.00pm. 

The WWII exhibition would include maps of the airfield obtained from Hendon by Martin, information 
about the WAAFs at Wing from Michael Warth’s book, photos of the Home Guard at a post on Wing Road, 
and of the spitfire and destroyer that Wing and Leighton Buzzard residents helped to buy, information 
from the “Airfield Information Exchange” website and a report about Wing from RAF Stanbridge.  There 
was also information about the Martin Baker aircraft crash at Wing and subsequent invention of the 
ejector seat.   Photos of evacuees in Wing, the story of Baroness de T’Serclaes, Elsie Knocker who was 
billeted with the Rothschilds, and the reminiscences of Mary, a Wing resident who was formerly a 
Mentmore land girl, could also be included in the display. 

The exhibition would be transferred to the Library from the Church.  

Elaine said that she would look for further information at the Bucks. Record Office. 

On Friday 8th May there is to be a two minute silence at 3.00 pm, but it was not possible to arrange for 
the Wing beacon to be lit in the evening.  On Saturday 9th May the bells would be rung from 11.00 to 
11.30 am, and on Sunday 10th May some villagers may wish to hold a picnic on the [green] in the 
afternoon. 

6. Family History Group:  Heather reported that research was in progress and the next Family 
History open morning in the Library would be on 6th June between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon (the Library 
would be open to the public from 10.30). 
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7. Fundraising Group:  The form for the Waitrose green button scheme was being completed, which 
would enable WHG to receive a share of the £1,000 collected for three different local applicants.   

Wing Carnival (18.7.15) would be a topic to discuss in detail at the next meeting.  Heather suggested 
that the WHG theme could be “Indiana Jones and the Temple of Wing”.  Fundraising games would be 
devised.  She reported that she now had 12 badge-holders for use.    

After all the purchases had been made the finances would be reviewed. 

8. Publicity Group:  Kevin said that the latest posters were in hand.   Sarah said that she had 
designed a new [inclusive] WHG logo to use on archaeological posters. 

There was a discussion about having finds reports and photos made into a booklet for sale at the 
Carnival, [CBA events] and on Finds Day at the Library.  Sarah said that there were about 90 sheets of A4 
size.  Martin would be accredited.   Kevin suggested including a diary of events and memories with the 
reports.  It was thought that LBDAHS charged about £5 for their booklets.  There were various printers 
who could be approached for quotes including S.L. George and Quills.  Sarah mentioned selling on 
Facebook.  The Publicity Group would investigate and report back. 

9. Any Other Business:  
a)  The cleaning of the milestone:  Sarah said that this was now in the hands of the Parish 

Council Environmental Group who would discuss it in June. 

b) Steve reported that  a drawing of the Church was being adapted by Sally for printing on 
the coasters. 

c) Elaine  finalized the dates for the Wing Walks:  7th June for the airfield and 5th July for 
the village and park, both Sundays and to start at 2.00 pm.   She would place an ad in June What’s On In 
Wing. 

d) Sarah mentioned that some new residents of Wing had requested copies of the “Meet the 
Ancestors” DVD. 

 John Lomas had a copy and Sally and Steve had a video which could be converted. 

10. Date of Next Meeting:  Monday, 18th May 2015.  


