
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
MINUTES of the Meeting held on Monday, 21st March 2016 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 22nd February 2016 were approved. 

2. Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, 
Polly Fleet-Palmer, Pauline Hey (LBDAHS), Elaine Lavery, Kevin Stevens.  There were no apologies. 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  There was no change from last month. 

4. Archaeology:  Airfield:  Sarah reported that the Old Gymnasium (situated on land owned by the 
owners of Old Park Farm) had now been fully mapped inside and outside.  It had been built on the site of 
the old chapel, which had not been marked on the original plan.  The next and last Airfield session would 
be on 9th April. 

WHG  had been asked to provide a display at Willington Tudor Site on 16th July.  Last year Colin and 
Kate Crooks had represented WHG there.  During the last few years the National Trust, with Albion 
Archaeology and the support of Higgins Museum, have investigated the ground to the west of the Tudor 
Dovecote and Stables in Willington. 
  
Because of the successes of these events we are planning to extend our investigations this year by again 
holding an Archaeology Fair, this time on two days, Saturday and Sunday, July 16th and 17th. 
  
The dates have been chosen to coincide with the Council for British Archaeology’s Annual Festival of 
Archaeology, and the National Trust is again hosting an archaeology weekend at the Tudor site in 
Willington. This will be the fourth year of excavations. Youngsters from the 
Higgins’s Saturday Archaeology Workshop programme will be opening test pits on the Saturday. Work will 
continue on the Sunday with adults from Willington and neighbouring areas also invited to participate. 
The activities will again be mentored by professional archaeological staff.  The site is at Church End, 
Willington MK44 3PX, about 4 miles east of  Bedford, signposted from  the A603.  (The archaeology 
results together with earlier findings will be on display in the Stables building on Sunday 31st July.) 

Pauline said that Kris Lockyear was in the process of forming a group to organise geophysical surveys, 
on which she would be included, and would report further. 

Sarah had met with metal detectorist, Brian Robinson to discuss the Greek coin found near Park Gate, 
which had been dated to between 280 and 290 BC.  Many Roman coins, urns and fine pottery had been 
found in Park Gate field, across the road from the medieval terraces, and it was thought that there could 
have been a market place or shrine there. The finds had been reported to the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme and to the Ascott Estate.  It was hoped that the Estate might grant permission to investigate 
further.  This recent find meant that it was important to carry out the dig planned on the Recreation 
Ground on Sunday 24th July, especially as Saxon pottery had been found at a house dig opposite the 
location. 

5. Wing Walks:  The Walk with Cholesbury History Group was planned for Sunday, 24th April from 
11.00 am.  It would start at the Church at 11.00 am but cover the monument field first and end up at the 
Church for a guided tour.  The Church would be asked to make sure enough Guide Books were available.  
Enquiries would be made as to whether the Queen’s Head should be booked for lunch afterwards. 

It was decided that the next edition of the Newsletter should offer a Guided Walk to interested WHG 
Members on Sunday, 26th June, meeting at the Church at 2.00 pm.  Next year more walks for the 
general public would be planned.  

6. Family History:  It was decided that the next Family History session in the Library would be on 
Saturday morning 14th May from 10.30 to 12.00.  The poster would be amended accordingly and notice 
placed in What’s On. 
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Heather mentioned that information from the 1939  Register (in effect a mini census, but it doesn’t fall 
under the Census Act, meaning it can be viewed now rather than waiting for 100 years) had just been 
released to subscribers  on  http://www.findmypast.co.uk/1939register - previously it had only been 
available on a pay-per-view basis.   

In December 1938 it was announced in the House of Commons that, in the event of war, a National 
Register would be taken that listed the personal details of every civilian in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland.  This Register was to be a critical tool in coordinating the war effort at home.  It would be used 
to issue identity cards, organise rationing and more.  On September 1st 1939 Germany invaded Poland, 
putting the wheels in motion for Britain to declare war on the 3rd.  On September 5th the National 
Registration Act received royal assent, and Registrar General Sir Sylvanus Vivian announced that National 
Registration Day would be September 29th.  The 1939 Register, then, represents one of the most 
important documents in 20th century Britain.  The information it contains not only helped toward the war 
effort, it was also used in the founding of the NHS. 

 Heather confirmed that she would attend the Family History Day on 23rd July at Grange School, 
Aylesbury and  represent WHG there as a visitor wearing a WHG polo/t-shirt (not with a WHG stand).  
She would send emails out to the Family History Group, and put up a poster about the event in the 
Library if they consent.  The event would feature in the next WHG Newsletter. 

7. Events to Plan:  The possibility of a straw plaiting talk was discussed.  Pauline’s contact is Jane 
Dineen, a member of Bucks. Archaeology.  She was booked to do a talk in Leighton Buzzard early next 
year, but may not be available to do anything in Wing this year.  Pauline would email Sarah her details.  
It was suggested that she could perhaps do a talk and/or demonstration in one of the pubs. 

After some discussion it was decided to advertise a day out in Aylesbury on Saturday, 9th July in the 
next Newsletter, starting off with the Aylesbury Heritage Walk (guides available from the King’s Head), 
breaking for lunch, and finishing with a tour of the Bucks. County Museum (shuts at 5.00 pm).  Pauline 
mentioned that LBDAHS were providing a display on the Hogshaw dig for the Museum, but it was not yet 
known when that would be. 

8. Overstone School History Week:  Sarah had met with history staff and was now booked to give a 
talk on Anglo-Saxon history from 9.00 am to lunch time on Thursday, 26th May.   There would also be 
a guided walk around the various relevant sites in the village and a naming competition for the Saxon 
head from the “Meet the Ancestors” programme. 

Heather may be giving a talk about family history, time to be arranged. 

9. Any other business: 

 a) Sharnbrook – Talk by Time Team archaeologist Professor Carenza Lewis at Beds. Local 
History Association, 18th June:  Pauline mentioned that details are in Beds. Local History Newsletter 
Vol. 7 Spring edition to be found at:            www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/HIB-7-6.pdf . 

 b) Elaine mentioned how she had discovered an interesting fact about eminent former 
residents of  Wing whilst researching a project:  The Earl of Orkney and his wife, Connie nee Gilchrist  
lived at Wing Lodge in 1903 (entry from Kelly’s Directory) before he moved to the Tythe House in 
Stewkley.   Connie was an artist’s model, as well as an actress and singer, and had been a child skipping 
star.   They remained in Stewkley until their deaths, Connie in 1946 and the Earl in 1951. 

 c) Heather reported that all the grave stones in the churchyard had been surveyed for 
safety, as they could be dangerous if they were pushed over.   The affected grave stones are easily 
identified as there is a wooden stake next to them with tape around the stone and stake.  If family 
members do not arrange for the grave stones to be made safe they are due to be laid flat by the council 
in a few months’ time.  It is not the responsibility of the church to maintain these graves as the 
churchyard is now closed to burials.    A notice had been placed on the lych-gate and one would be sent 
out in the WHG newsletter. 

10. Date of next meeting: Monday, 25th April 2016 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing. 

 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/1939register
http://www.bedfordshire-lha.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/HIB-7-6.pdf

