
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
MINUTES of the Meeting held on Monday, 22nd February 2016 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 12th October 2016 were approved. 

2. Apologies were received from Polly Fleet-Palmer. 

3. Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, 
Pauline Hey (LBDAHS), Elaine Lavery, Kevin Stevens. 

4. Treasurer’s Report:  There was a credit balance of £49.72 in the bank account and some £70.94 
petty cash, making a total of £120.66.  The insurance premium (due in May) would be around £170.  
Outgoings for the year were likely to be around £225, based on last year’s insurance premium and the 
cost of the pottery report.  In addition the archaeology would require more finds bags and labels and 
possibly adaptable finds boxes.  It was agreed to apply for a Council grant for these costs.  The form 
would have to be submitted before the last Council meeting in April. 

5. Archaeology:  This year’s archaeology would involve revisiting two garden digs: 
  10 Vicarage Lane on 23.4.16, investigating a ditch previously found, and 
  20 Church Street on 7.5.16, where a Roman roof tile and traces of burning had been 
found. 

The survey of airfield buildings was continuing slowly due to bad weather, with the next session to be on 
27.2.16.  Sarah said that Kris Lockyear would be doing a geophysical survey of Castle Mound, date as yet 
unknown.  There was also a plan to search the area near the Gymnasium with a metal detector, where 
interesting items such as Saxon brooches had been found.  It was hoped that this would lead to a dig 
there on the site of the deserted medieval village of Cottesloe.  An earthwork survey had been 
conducted there by the County in the 1980’s. 

As there was to be no Carnival this year on account of the Queen’s 90th birthday celebration in June, it 
was suggested that WHG could do a dig on the Recreation Ground (part of the Dormer Estate) as part of 
the Festival of Archaeology in July.  Sarah had written to set this in motion. 

Taylor Wimpey dig:  a large ditch had been investigated.  The Bucks. County Archaeologist had asked 
for a report on the WHG Anglo-Saxon finds to correlate with the Taylor Wimpey finds report.  This was in 
hand. 

Council of British Archaeology Spring Conference at Cuddesdon, 2.4.16:  Sarah had been asked to 
provide a Saxon display.  Pauline offered to assist. 

6. Family History:   Heather suggested holding another session in the Library in April or May, with 
earlier notice to be circulated in What’s On.  She would email members of the group for suitable dates. 

7. Oral History:  Sally reported that 2 people had contributed so far, one oral and one written.  
Transcripts and recordings would be put on the WHG hard drive when more had been completed.  There 
were several other potential interviewees.   

8. Events for 2016:  Sarah had gathered information about opening times of various venues, 
following the suggestions on the Winter 2015/16 edition of the WHG Newsletter: 

Aylesbury Museum: Opening: Tues – Sat 10.00 am to 4.00pm until 24th March; from 25th  March open 
until 5.00 pm. 
                            “ 
Rousham House, Upper Heyford, N. Oxon: Open by appointment only (minimum 12 people) @ £10 each 
     “        Gardens:  “      every day   10.00 am to 4.30 pm   @ cost £5 each. 

Ascott House:  Gardens £5;  House and Gardens £10, (except National Trust members); 
Opening times complicated, but open for National Gardens scheme Good Friday & Easter Monday (not 
free to NT). 
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Aylesbury Heritage Walk: Self guided at a cost of £1. 

Aylesbury Heritage Day unknown date as yet; Leighton Buzzard Heritage Day usually October. 

Straw-plaiting talk:  The suggestion had come from Sally’s conversation with Jill Bliss, who had been to 
a talk in a neighbouring village. Pauline said that she knew of somebody who did this.    

Bucks. Family History day at Grange School, Aylesbury: Saturday 23.7.16 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.  
Heather suggested this event, which had a mixture of stalls with information and publications and groups 
of people researching particular surnames. 

Wing Walks:  Cholesbury History Group (South Wendover & Tring area) had approached WHG with 
regard to participating in a walk.  Sarah would contact them asking for their requirements with a view to 
arranging a date. 

In next month’s meeting decisions would be made regarding dates of projects to advertise in What’s On. 

8. Any other business: 

 a)  Overstone School History Week commencing 23.5.16:  Sarah had been invited to a meeting 
on 25.2.16 with the history staff to discuss how WHG could contribute.  Heather offered to talk to the 
children with regard to her Wing ancestors, involving them in looking at buildings and photographs. 

 b)  Tring & District Local History & Museum Society:  Sally had been sent the Speaker 
Programme for the year 2016-17, which will be circulated with these Minutes.  There were various talks 
planned which may prove of interest to Committee members.  

9. Date of next meeting: Monday, 21st March 2016 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing. 

   

 


