
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
MINUTES of the Meeting held at 8.00 pm on Monday, 23rd February 2015. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 17th November 2014 were approved. 

2. Apologies were received from Sue McCarroll. 

Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, Pauline 
Hey (from LBDAHS), Polly Fleet-Palmer, and Kevin Stevens. 

3. Treasurer's Report:  Heather informed the Committee that there was £1,050.62 in the account 
plus some petty cash.  The £916 Mick Aston grant had been received, so the archaeological items could 
now be purchased.   She was waiting for Martin to send her the invoice for the hard drive so that he 
could be reimbursed.   

Sarah mentioned that the Council Grants were being distributed earlier this year, and an application 
would need to be made.  It was suggested that WHG apply for the cost of insurance, which last year was 
about £175, and the cost of T-shirts/tops  and badges (with pins and clips) for the Committee.  PC grants 
were available throughout the year. 

Steve showed the Committee examples of 4 different coloured leather coasters which could be printed 
to sell and raise some funds.  He also passed around the line drawing of the church drawn by John 
Poulter in various sizes which could possibly be reproduced with his permission.  The drawing would have 
to be simplified to be printed on the coasters, but could perhaps be reproduced full size on table mats, 
possibly black on white.  John could be asked whether he had made other drawings of Wing buildings so 
that a set could be produced.  Also Sarah is to email Steve the drawings sent to her in December by a 
local artist, which may also be suitable for printing.  Steve is to cost the process and report back to the 
Committee.  In the meantime he would print a small coaster as a trial run.  WHG could apply for a grant 
for the cost of producing the coasters/place mats. 

4. Archaeology Group:  Sarah reported that this Group had not yet been able to meet, but she had 
just received the running Dig List containing  25 requests.  The list would have to be prioritized as it 
would be impossible to take on 25 digs in one year - priority would be given to those outstanding from 
2013 and near to Castle Mound.  Martin was no longer organizing the digs. 

There is to be an Archaeology Day on 11th April in the Library in order to inform villagers about the 
process of digging.  

5. History Group:  please see attached Report by Pauline.  Date of next HG meeting 5.3.15, 2.30 pm 
in the Cock.  

 Discussion at this meeting: 

Point 1. With regard to VE Day, Sarah was in the process of transcribing the WWII magazines. 

Point 7. With regard to the long term project of writing a book about the Pubs of Wing, Heather 
confirmed that she had names and dates and photos of ancestors who had owned the Queen's Head, and 
users of the pub.   She also mentioned that booklets containing Bucks. licences were available for 
research. 

Point 9. Re. interpretation boards - the PC would fund them and WHG would be asked to provide 
historical information for them.   There would be other information, such as maps, etc.  
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6. Family History Group:  Heather said that although this Group had not yet met, various emails had 
been sent and plans made for the 7th March Family History Day in the Library.  At least four members 
would be present to assist people to trace their families on Ancestry.  There would be no charge for the 
use of the computers for Library ticket holders.   She had devised a family tree form for people to fill in.  
There would also be a Family History Day on 6th June. 

Sarah handed over to Heather some Wing family history documents that had been held by the previous 
History Group. 

7. Fundraising Group:  This Group had not yet met but would do so to fill in the application forms 
for grants, and would also discuss the Waitrose grant. 

8. Publicity Group:   Kevin explained that this Group was more reactive, providing publicity for 
each of the other Groups as and when required.  It was suggested that posters could be placed in the 
Library to advertise each of the Groups' Saturday Open Mornings in advance of the events and notice 
placed in What's On where possible.    Each Group should contact himself and Steve with their 
requirements.   Any photos would have to be reproduced with permission of the owners.   Ideas for 
posters:   Family History - a tree with branches, for Archaeology - a trowel, for VE day - the use of 
Elaine's photo of the War Memorial plus perhaps a Wellington bomber.   There could also be a separate 
notice describing the events. 

9. Any Other Business:  Sally mentioned that she had an email contact address for Michael Warth, 
author of Wings over Wing, published in 2001.  Since that date more Government documents had been 
released, with the possibility of more to come.  Michael would be contacted to enquire whether a photo 
of Wireless Operator/Air Gunner Jack Wilfred Gardner could be found to send to Peggy Higginson, who 
had approached LBDAHS about it, and also to ask permission for the use of a photo of a Wellington 
bomber from his book.  LBDAHS book "Q-Central" would also be mentioned, and the chapter referring to 
"Wings over Wing". 

Heather suggested trying to trace any people who had worked at the airfield and not yet been 
interviewed.  It was hoped that the VE Day Street Party would raise awareness and facilitate this.   

10.  Date of next meeting:  Monday, 23rd March 2015 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing.


