
WING HERITAGE GROUP 

MINUTES of the Meeting held at 8.00 pm on Monday, 23rd March 2015. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 23rd February 2015 were approved. 

2. Apologies were received from Pauline Hey. 

Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, Polly 
Fleet-Palmer, Sue McCarroll and Kevin Stevens. 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather reminded the Committee that there was still £1,050.62 in the 
account, but the archaeological items would be purchased next week, after which there would be a 
small credit balance left.  It was hoped that the use of a Loyalty Card would enable some cash back to 
be paid into the account. 

4. Family History Group:  On 7th March this Group had had their first meeting in the Library, which 
was a great success.  Three enquirers had been assisted in tracing their ancestors using the Library 
facilities, which included access to Ancestry.com which was free for Library members.   One of the 
enquirers would return for the next session, which was planned for 6th June.  Research had also been 
carried out on some of the letters received by WHG.   Full use of the computers had been made and 
private laptops.   Sarah suggested that there could be a leaflet for people to peruse if they were waiting 
for access to a computer.  There should also be a list for enquirers to sign so that they could be 
contacted again if necessary. 

Heather showed the Committee a photo of the frontage of the Old Vicarage which she had found for sale 
on Ebay.  It was confirmed that this was where the 1900’s photo of the Church choir had been taken.  
This was the old photo discovered last year in the drawer of some furniture in Wing. 

5.   History Group:  This Group was meeting to arrange the VE Day Street Party in May.  Sarah said 
that as the Church were having an [open day] when the bell tower was open on Monday, 4th May, it had 
been suggested that WHG hold the Street Party on that day at the Church rather than on Saturday, 2nd 
May in the Library.  This was agreed and Sarah is to talk to the Vicar and John Lomas to find out what has 
been planned by the Church.  Refreshments might be provided by the Church cafe and cakes by the WI. 

Information about VE Day in Wing and returning POW’s could be displayed on boards.   Research was 
continuing to this effect at the Bucks. Centre,  including transcribing the Parish Minutes.  There was also 
information on the BBC Archives.  Sally reported that Michael Warth had been contacted about use of 
copy and photos from “Wings Over  Wing” and had given his permission, but an unfortunate flood had 
destroyed all his research for the book.  There was no information relating to Wing residents amongst the 
research documents held by LBDAHS for “Q Central” other than relating to names on the War Memorials.  
Pauline had sent photos of evacuees and of the Home Guard in Wing Road. 

Heather Watson, at the History Group meeting on 5.3.15, had volunteered to interview Mary from 
Mentmore, who had been a Land Girl in Wing.  Also Sarah and Sally are to interview Harry Ayris, who took 
part in the D-Day Landings. 
A flier could be produced to encourage the collection of WWII memories from Wing residents, and other 
memories.  This could be circulated at the Church Cafe, the Library and perhaps at Carey Lodge.   Elaine 
would provide a printout from  the  British News Archive of a VE Day newspaper to place on the tables in 
the Cafe.  She also suggested  that people from Carey Lodge could be invited to come to the event. 

The History Group had also briefly discussed an event to follow on from last year’s WWI Exhibition, which 
could this year be held on 14th November in the Library.  It was hoped that Martin Shrubsole may have 
magazines to display containing his father’s cartoons. 
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6. Archaeology Group:  Sarah reported that the dates for 8 test pits had been arranged; 2 people 
had dropped out, but she was waiting for replies from the owners of another 3 properties.  There were 6 



test pit supervisors in total.  Elaine said that she was hoping that her archaeologist friend, Grace, would 
be able to help with digs. 

Dig list as at 23.3.15: 
18.4.15  8 Vicarage Lane 
3.5.15  Field at Tinker’s Hole, near Wing Airfield 
10.5.15  20 Church Street 
13.6.15  5 Church Street and land in Church Walk 
20.6.15  56 High Street [and 4a Aylesbury Road] 
27.6.15  The New Vicarage, 27b Aylesbury Road 

There would also be a dig at the Carnival on 18.7.15, and stall like last year. 

One of the conditions of the archaeology grant was that reports would be published in the British Council 
for Archaeology magazine.  The first of these reports would appear soon.  Although no longer directly 
involved with the digs, Martin had given 2 talks on Wing – one to LBDAHS and the other to the Bucks 
Archaeological Society. 

7. Fundraising Group:  Heather mentioned that the deadline for the application of the PC grant 
approached.  So far a claim would be made for the cost of insurance (about £173.56), tabletop display 
boards (for easy storage), and  black polo shirts with white logos.  A digital recorder would be added to 
the list. 

8. Publicity Group:   Kevin had found a good photo of original VE Day celebrations on the front page 
of a national newspaper, to which a small amount of copy could be added.   Sarah would provide copy 
after checking with the Vicar about the plans for the day.  The Archaeology Day (11th April) poster should 
invite people to meet the team, and include the relevant logos. 

9. Any Other Business: 

a)   The Library had asked that on future WHG open mornings participants should be 
encouraged to join the Library if they were not already Members, suggesting that if they did they 
would have access to Ancestry.Com whenever they visited.  Also the use of the computers should 
be logged. 

b) History Group:  Sally said that Jill Bliss wanted to join the Group, and would attend the 
next meeting on 9.4.15.  She had come across information about old school records and straw 
plaiting. 

c) Line Drawing for Coasters:  Steve is to work on simplifying John Poulter’s drawing of the 
Church to see if it can transfer satisfactorily to the coasters.   He may also approach Hilary Taylor, 
an artist who had drawn pictures of the village on 22.1.15 - Ascott, Almshouses, Church and The Queen's Head.  

d) Ancestry:  There was some discussion about whether the cost of this for WHG could be 
included in one of the grant applications. [ It was not possible because the Library’s cost was 
shared amongst a group of Bucks. Libraries which would preclude WHG’s inclusion. ???help!!!] 

10. Date of Next Meeting:  Monday, 20th April 2015 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing. 


