
WING HERITAGE GROUP 
MINUTES of the Meeting held at 8.00 pm on Monday, 20th March 2017 at the Cock Inn, Wing. 

1. The Minutes of the last Meeting held on 6th February 2017 were approved. 

2. Apologies:  Kevin Stevens. 

3. Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, 
Pauline Hey, Elaine Lavery. 

4. Treasurer’s Report:  There was no change from last month.  The deadline for submitting 
applications for grants to the Parish Council was the following week, so a list of required items was 
compiled, including a flat-edged stainless steel spade, mattocks, tarpaulins, small finds boxes, display 
boards and a small blackboard and chalks. 

5. Archaeology:  It may be possible to arrange some digs for the end of April.  Sarah and Pauline had 
met with the allotment owner (Leighton Road) who had found various items including Victorian pottery, 
Roman coins, clay pipe stems with place names, and worked flint.  Permission would be sought from the 
allotment society before a dig was booked.  The secretary of the society was Mr. Carey. 

6. Wing Music Festival, Saturday, 15th July 2017:  Sarah had spoken to John Lomas about booking a 
slot for WHG.  Elaine and Sally were writing historical songs based on fact for the occasion. 

7. Festival of Archaeology (15th to 30th July 2017);  Stall at the Cock Inn, Saturday, 23rd July 2017:  
Sarah reported that as the stall had been booked by the end of March, it would feature in the 
programme.  There would be a Family History display and some finds.  People would be asked to book 
guided walks in advance.  The November  Remembrance Exhibition would be advertised on the stall. 

8. Historic Footpaths:  There was no news on this yet. 

9. Remembrance Day, Sunday, 12th November 2017 Exhibition in the Church:  Sarah mentioned that 
1917 was the year that Neil Primrose, son of the 5th Earl Roseberry who lived at Mentmore, had died as 
well as Evelyn Rothschild, of Ascott, and it was also the  year when Wing had suffered the biggest loss of 
life in WWI.  She had asked for access to the Rothschild Archives held in London, and had been in contact 
with Sir Evelyn.  She would confirm with the Church that the Exhibition could be held. 

10. Milton Keynes Archaeology Day, November 2017:  Pauline said she would ascertain whether a date 
had been fixed. 

11. Talk about the Halton Industrial Exhibition of 1868 given by Will Phillips, the Keeper of Social 
History at                  the Bucks. County Museum, at Wingrave Methodist Hall on 24th March 2017:  
Members of WHG would be attending. 

12. Any Other Business:  

 a) Connie nee Gilchrist, wife of the Earl of Orkney:  Elaine reported that she had found a 
newspaper article featuring Connie and the Earl, with a photo of them standing outside their home, Wing 
Lodge, with the members of the local hunt.   

 b) Miscellaneous historical facts about Wing:  Sally mentioned references to Wing in various 
publications, including the fact that Wing residents of 1603 suffered the Black Death; the possibility of a 
Catholic church from Wing being dismantled and brought to Leighton Buzzard; and that somebody had 
traced their ancestors with the surname “Sheals” back to Wing in 1643. 

13. Date of next meeting:  Monday, 24th April 2017 at 8.00 pm at the Cock Inn, Wing.  

 


