
WING HERITAGE GROUP 

MINUTES of the Meeting held on Monday, 9th May 2016 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing. 

1. The Minutes of the last meeting held on 21st March 2016 were approved. 

2. Present:  Sarah Roe (Chair), Heather Buttle (Treasurer), Sally Barnes (Secretary), Steve Barnes, 
Polly Fleet-Palmer, Pauline Hey (LBDAHS), Elaine Lavery, Kevin Stevens.  There were no apologies. 

3. Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer was handed a cheque for £50 from Cholesbury History Group 
as payment for the guided walk of 24.4.16.  This brought the total credit balance to £170.66.  It was 
noted that a grant of £290.95 would be received from the Parish Council on 26.5.16 at the Annual Parish 
Meeting.  Members of WHG Committee were invited to attend this meeting which takes place at 7.30 pm 
in the Village Hall.  There would be a WHG display. 

4. Archaeology:   

 a) Follow up dig at 10 Vicarage Lane, 23.4.16:  Historic England had remapped the 
scheduled area within the last two years, which meant that this year’s test pit could not be dug in the 
preferred position.   Enquiries were being made as to the accuracy of the new map.  The pit revealed 
water and a few pieces of pottery and a Royal Marines Light Infantry button which could be dated to the 
1850’s or 1860’s.  There was no sign of any ditch in this pit. 

 b) Follow up dig at 20 Church Street, 7.5.16:  A corner of last year’s test pit had revealed a 
hearth.  This year’s pit, dug next to it, showed it to be a large irregular shaped hearth.  There was also a 
post hole, some pottery, an animal jaw bone and two more Bucks. Constabulary badges (last year one 
had been found).  

More digs were being booked for this year.    

Heather had acquired a mini metal detector which would be donated to the Archaeology Group.   She 
showed the Committee a photo of the detector.  Sarah mentioned the need to buy a flat spade for use on 
digs.  

5. Family History:  Heather reported that the next library session was set for Saturday, May 14th, 
with the public invited to attend between 10.30 am and 12.00 (with the possibility of going on until 1.00 
pm).  Posters had been put up and notice given in What’s On, and one person had already contacted the 
group about a William Newbury who had lived and worked at Ascott.   Also David Noy from Winslow had 
asked for help in identifying a photo of a blacksmith at work, possibly from Wing, in connection with the 
Pollard family.   

6. Council of British Archaeology Spring Conference at Cuddesdon, 2.4.16:  Sarah reported that 
she and Jack and Pauline had attended, and some interest had been shown which helped to raise WHG’s 
profile. 

7. Wing Walks:   
  
 a) Report on the walk for Cholesbury History Group, 24.4.16:  Elaine said that the walk had 
been very successful – 20 members of the History Group had attended, meeting at the car park for the 
Cock Inn and going first to the Deer Park then through the village via Castle mound and the Pound, 
returning to the Church for a guided tour via Church Walk.  The group had no previous knowledge of 
Wing, but were generally well informed.  They had paid £50 and sent an appreciative email afterwards.  
They had also invited WHG to one of their walks which included hill forts and mentioned that Waddesdon 
had a new archive centre which could be visited.  They had also shown some interest in Wing Airfield so 
a further walk could be arranged for them there. 

 b) Sarah mentioned that Stewkley History Group had requested a guided walk on 
Wednesday evening, 25.5.16.  There would be around 15 to 20 members and the walk would be around 
the village, ending up in a pub. 
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c) It was suggested that the walk scheduled for Sunday, 26.6.16 for WHG Committee members and 
interested parties should be used to start mapping the old properties in the village.  Pauline mentioned 
the possibility of dendro chronology dating which was being undertaken in Hockliffe Street, Leighton 
Buzzard and would pass details of the specialist on to Sarah.  It was thought that it would cost about 
£800 for one property, which would mean taking at least 6 cores from the same beam, provided it had 
not been painted.  If possible sap wood and heart wood should be taken.  It may be possible to arrange 
for a Wing property to be dated to coincide with the Leighton Buzzard one in order to reduce costs.  
Grants may be available to cover the cost.  Suggestions of properties to date were the cottages in the 
High Street, opposite the mound, All Saints Cottage, 20 Aylesbury Road, thought to be one of the oldest 
houses in Wing, the Cock Inn and the Queen’s Head.  Pauline said that it might be necessary to obtain 
consent for listed buildings.  Sometimes the carpenter would leave marks on beams. 

Sarah said that she had worked on a Settlement Report for Burcott, and it might be interesting to include 
it in the project. 

8. Bucks County Museum Display:  Pauline showed the Committee photos of the Buck. Arch. Soc. 
Active Archaeology Group (BASAAG) display for Hogshaw, which was in the museum until the end of July.  
WHG could provide a display when this was taken down.  Pauline suggested it would need careful 
planning – there was quite a large area including display boards and a secure cabinet with movable 
shelving.  She offered use of her A3 printer and said that Staples could print larger areas at a cost of 
about £6, but Buck. Archaeology may be able to help with costs.  A working group was formed to put 
together the exhibition which could include a history of Wing and the Dormers, and the Anglo-Saxon head 
could be safely displayed in the cabinet.  Sarah had many large pictures of Wing landmarks such as the 
Church and almshouses. 

9. Heather showed the Committee a postcard of Charlotte Cottage hospital dated April 1905 which 
was for sale on E-Bay.  It was decided to obtain it.  

10. The outing to Aylesbury originally arranged for Saturday, 9th July was moved to Sunday, 17th July 
and would consist of the historic walk, starting at 11.00 am and ending with a pub lunch.  

11. Date of next meeting:   Monday, 13th June 2016 at 8.00 pm in the Cock Inn, Wing.   


